Town of Brimfield

The 287" Annual Town Meeting
May 21, 2018 - Brimfield Town Hall
Minutes and Actions

Richard Sieweck, Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:19 PM
163 registered voters in attendance.

Procedural Announcements:

The Moderator announced that all speakers must be recognized and will be limited to five
minutes when explaining an Article which they have placed before the meeting;
individuals will be limited to two minutes when addressing the meeting about a motion
under discussion; and all motions are Tequired to be seconded.

Other notes:

- Articles that are marked with an asterisk (*) denote that they were taken out of order.

- [brackets] are used to add explanatory information where necessary by the Town Clerk.
- If an amendment to a motion is defeated it is not recorded.,

= Articles placed on the Town Warrant by the Board of Selectmen shall be considered to
be “seconded” by the Board of Selectmen but may not necessarily be supported by the

Board of Selectmen.

The Finance Committee may, at its discretion, make a single consent motion for
approval of these routine authorizations (Articles: 8, 9,11, 12 and 13)

ARTICLE 1: To hear reports of the officers and agents heretofore chosen by the Town
and take any other action thereon, (Board of Selectmen)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend
approval and mave that the reports of the officers and agents be accepted as written in

the Town Report.”
Motion to approve Article 1 passed by show of voting cards. (7:35 PM)
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To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of G.L
; .L.c. 44,
ES}BE /;, as most rec_ently amen'ded, t'o establish FY2019 spending limits as set forth
Jelow for the revolving funds listed in Section | of the General Bylaw entitled
Depar(merfta] Re_volving Funds”, approved under Article 2 of the June 5 201"7Annaa]
Tcm Meeting, with such limits to be applicable from fiscal year to ﬁscal,}'ear until
revised by Town Meeting prior to July 1 for the ensuing fiscal year:

" Authorized Revolving Funds Fiscal Year
Bike Trail Revolving Fund | Stbendiime gsm;léo
| Bins and Bags Revolving Fund
[ Cable TV Revolving Fund ' $1,500
Cemetery Revolving Fung $10,000
~onservation Commission 000 ]
Dog Revolving Fund s;.zsggg
HAZMAT Revolving Fund
Historical Revolving Fund
Senior Center Revolving Fung
Subdivision Contro] Law Revolving Fund SdO,GIJO

Tobacco Revalvin g Fund

ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise ang appropriate § for
various departments and activities of the Town, payment of debts and defraying of
expenses of the ensuing fiscal year, July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019, and direct how the
same _sball be expended; or, take any other action thereon, (Board of Selectmen)
>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded:
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“Recommend and move that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $9,064, 767 as
detailed in the Finance Committee Recommendations accompanying the Warrant, for the
purpose stated in the article. ” Note: the fotal amount for this article was revised
downward by $1,400 by eliminating funding for storage pods (Account #0195-5390
changed from $1,400 to 0). This reduced the total from $9,066,167 to $9,064,767.
Moetion to approve Article 4 passed by show of voting cards. (8:29 PM)

ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise transfer
from available funds, a sum of §  to pay unpaid bills or overdrawn accounts for FY1 8;
or, take any other action thereon. (Board of Selectmen)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded:

“Recommend and move that the Town take no action for the purpose stated in the
article”.

Motion to take no action on Article
show of voting cards. (8:30 PM)

5 [because no bills remained unpaid] passed by

ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise transfer
from available funds, a sum of § to pay unpaid bills or overdrawn accounts for any
fiscal year prior to FY18; or, take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend
and move that the Town take no action for the purpose stated in the article”.

Motion to take no action on Article 6 [because no bills remained unpaid] passed by

show of voting cards. (8:30 PM)

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will Vvote, pursuant to Chapter 420 of the Acts of 2010,
to limit expenditures from the Brimficld Flea Market Fund for administrative, operating,
maintenance and emergency services to an amount not excess of $150,000 for FY19 and
provided further, that any funds remaining in said account over $50,000 for FY'19 shall
close to the General Fund; or, take any other action thereon. (Board of Selectmen)
>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded:

Recommend and move that the T own, pursuant to Chapter 420 of the Acts of 2010, limit
the Brimfield Flea Market Fund expenditures to §150,000 Jor FY19, and that any Junds
remaining in said account over $50,000 Jor FY19 shall close to the general fund as stated
in the article,

>Motion to Amend Article 7 made by Mr. Miller of the Board of Selectmen: “Move that
the Flea Market Fund be increased to a maximum of $160,000.00 for F¥19*

Motion to amend Article to $160,000 passed by a show of voting Cards (8:39 PM)
Motion to approve Article 4 as amended passed by show of voting cards. (8:40 PM)

Per the discretion of the of the Finance Committee, articles 8,9,11, 12 and 13 were
considered as a group.
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* . L o
S;SISTOE(S‘LOEI 8: To tl:ee if the Town wi]| Vote to accept as available funds, the sum of
DePﬂl'lme,nt of;_!%; IS;; ;ti!;?uﬂr},{;;h be made available to the Town by the Massachusetts
: ion way Division, and, to use the funds for ifyi
:cr:i:::s oz: st;te approved roads and Chapter 90 projects in the Town of Bmmg
*ART;?L]?‘. 9Eat;' contract; or, take any other action thereon. (Highway Surveyor)
g f.'or tﬁ ::l:’es li Ithai ;ll‘own will vote to authorize the Highway Surveyor to enter
Customary operations of public works includin

and upkeep of 1 idges; i . (Highnny
Smel;or) P of town ways and bridges; or, take any other action thereon, (Highway
aAIr{TI(lILtF 11: To see ifthe Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer with the

gp oval of the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of reimbursements from
allotments by the state and county for highways, including bridges; or, take any other

approval of the Selectmen to borrow money, from time to time, in anticipati

_ % s ipati
;c:-?nufa, grants and rc:rpbursemen!x from state and federa] agencies in t}ﬁe ﬁ::a(;;ear
veginning July 1, 2018 in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 44 §4 and to
Issue a note O notes payable within one year and to renew any note or not;:s as may be
given for a period of less than one year, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, §17, tJ;ke
:ny other action thereon, (Board of Selectmen) e
bAg};I'ICLE 13: To see if the Town wil] authorize the Board of Selectmen, as required
! y. apter One, Section 5.1 of the Town Bylaws to enter into contracts for’general
insurance, Workers’ compensation insurance, medical benefit insurance and ambula
services within the scope and requirements defined by M.G.L. ¢ 30B as ded; g
take any other action thereon, (Board of Selectmen) o I

af re-establishing q &roup of routine authorizations : i
zations involving no chean e from pri 2
:f::::r{:e}:fzf apirova! of n;rf following authorizations Jor FY 2019 andircf;e .'.':rg;:w re
norizations be re-established for the purposes st ted i ) 3
articles: "[ Articles 8,9,11,12,13) St —aEne
Mgmn to approve Articles 89,11,12& 13 passed by show of voting cards. (8:41

*ARE‘ICLE 10: To see if the Town wili Vole to raise and appropriate, or otherwise

u;an_s_er from available funds, the sum of § to be used in ccnju;tction with and in

:n é:hit::;r to any ﬁmcti‘s allotted by the Commonwealth for the construction reconstruction
ovement of town roads; or, take any other action there, ighy

e ! 5 or, h on. (Highway Surveyor

m i\f:l::; Eid;ofﬁf::;ﬁczn (;omm.:ttee_(per Chairperson) and seconded. “Recommend ai'd

o appropriate the sum of $0 Jor the purpose stated in the

Motion to approve Article 10 passed by show of voting cards. (8:42 M)
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ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise
transfer from available funds, the sum of $15,000 to the Treasurer’s Department for the
purpose of paying costs associated with the tax title process; or, take any other action
thereon. (Treasurer)>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and
seconded: “Move that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 15,000 for the purpose
stated in the article.”

Motion to approve Article 14 passed by show of voting cards. (8:43 PM)

ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise
transfer from available funds, the sum of $500 to be added to the Conservation Fund as
authorized by M.G.L. c. 40, § 8C; or, take any other action thereon.(Conservation
Commission)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded “Recommend and
move that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of 3500 for the purpose stated in the

article.”
Motion to approve Article 15 passed by show of voting cards. (8:44 PM)

ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c.41,
§1B to change the position of elected Treasurer/Collector to an appointed position to be
appointed by the Board of Selectmen for a three year term; provided, however, that such
change shall not take effect unless it is also approved by the voters at the 2019 Annual
Town Election; or, take any other action thereon.(Board of Selectmen)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded “Recommend and
move that the Town change the position of elected Treasurer/Collector to an appointed
position as stated in the article”.

Motion to approve Article 16 passed by show of voting cards. (8:48 PM)

ARTICLE 17: To see of the Town will vote to transfer from the Town Treasurer for tax
title purposes to the Highway Department for road improvement purposes an
approximately 1.64 acre parcel of land located on Dearth Hill Road and shown on
Assessors’ Map 10 as Block E, Lot 15, and to authorize the Town Treasurer to take such
action, including execution of instruments, as may be needed to carry out the vote taken
hereunder, or taken any other action thereon. (Highway Surveyor)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded “Recommend and
move that the Town transfer the parcel of land described in the article from the Town
Treasurer to the Highway Department as stated in the article.

Motion to approve Article 17 passed by a 2/3 show of voting cards. (8:49 PM)

ARTICLE 18: To see of the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or

otherwise fund, the sum of $80,000, to be expended by the Highway Surveyor subject to
the requirements of applicable public biding laws, for the purchase and equipping of 2
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rgaadl tsa;veEzper t;qr usepby the Brimfield Highway Department, pursuant to the Town's
Mc!:tion ?;‘“b 't"l!_fe lan; or, tak.e any other action thereon.(Highway Surveyor)
made by Finance Committee “Recommend and move that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $80,000, to be expended by the Highway Surveyor, for th
purpose stated in the article.” ' ‘

Motion to approve Article 18 passed by show of voting cards. (8:50 PM)

gﬁ{:‘ﬁ?s;%:&% see if the Town will raise and appropriate, borrow, or otherwise find

i 000 to be expended by_the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of repairs,

s ba;n:fé r;:;;a::g; ang \Leathznzaﬂon of municipal buildings, (other than schools)
Y miield, and including any incidental and related ;

;all\cde any other actno:} thereon. (Board of Sel:sgneis i exptfnsv‘;‘s, =

.. lg:::;:;r n::jv} gfv:::;i:l:e Cdonumttee (per Chairperson) and seconded “Recommend and

oy and appropriate the sum of 350,000 for the purpose stated in

Motion to approve Article 19 passed by show of voting cards. (8:51 PM)

OA{?;]‘:”%%?; ;o see of the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or
i - , the sum of $45,000 sut{ject to the requirements of applicable public

i kug aws, for the purpose of purchasing and equipping a 2017 or newer % ton 4 x 4
5}:{ Ot;,') tmckdfor the'Flre Depanm_sm; or, take any other action thereon, (Fire Chief)
~Mo :?::: n:;:e l} ‘I::;:T:E:z S;:mut‘tee _(per }(Ehairperson) and seconded: “Recommend and

ropri ;

Chie?’,’ Jor the purpose stated in ‘rr’fe iﬁ:;: f PSSR Ly the i
Motion to approve Article 20 passed by show of voting cards. (8:52 PM)

ARTI(_ZLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropria

;::;cr::se transfer ﬁ'ozg_available ﬁmd:c., the total sum of $9ifgoo?uo!;’ g:::;’n?iid by the
- ‘heDepmmthas::;: hs:n ée;;lt: :izdei :zqft:remegts t?zf appl'icable public procurement laws,
acﬁm% hesat, (PO Do T use by the Police Department; or, take any other
>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend and
move thax the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $9,000, to be exp;ended by the Chief
of P?llce, for the purpose stated in the article.” ’ y e e
Motion to approve Article 21 passed by show of voting cards. (8:53 PM)

ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and a i

otherwise transfer from available funds, $4,575,850 to mﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁjm
Committee, §ui:i:|ect to the requirements of applicable public f:rucuremem laws, to .
costs 9f‘ des:gnmg, permitting, constructing and equipping new Town building,s anp:y
repairing, renovating and equipping existing Town-owned buildings, including, but not
limited to, the Highway Department facility and the Public Safety c(;mp]ex, inc,!ud.ing the
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payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and to authorize the Building
Committee to enter into any agreements and take any action necessary to effectuate the
purpose of this article, or take any other action thereon. (Municipal Facilities Building
Committee)
>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend and
move that the Town appropriates 84,575,850 to be expended by the Building Committee,
subject to the requirements of applicable public procurement laws, to pay costs of
designing, permitting, constructing and equipping new Town buildings and repairing,
renovating and equipping existing Town-owned buildings, including, but not limited to,
the Highway Department facility and the Public Safety complex, including the payment of
all costs incidental and related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the
Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow said
amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. c. 44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other enabling
authority, and fo issue bonds or notes of the Town therefore, Any premium received upon
the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied fo
the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the
payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the
General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs
by a like amount. No amounts shall be borrowed or expended for the purposes of this
mation unless and until the voters of the Town shall have voted to exclude the amounts
required to repay principal and interest on 82,775,850 of the principal amount
authorized to be borrowed by this vote Jfrom the limitations on total property taxes
contained in M.G.L. c. 59, §21C (also lmown as Proposition 21).
Motion to approve Article 22 passed by a 2/3 show of voting cards. (9:16 PM)

ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will vote to accept to amend the current Town of
Brimfield Zoning Bylaw Section 1.2 as it pertains to the Business District, to add the
following after the exception of the portion on the Northerly side of US 20 which is
extended to 750 feet “and with the exception of Lar ¢-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar

Photovoltaic Installation (as allowed under the terms and definitions of Section 7A
of the current Zoning by-laws) to extend to a depth of 2,500 feet from established
sidelines of US 20, for the specific parcel as shown on Assessors Map 11-A-9” the

purpose of this article is to limit visibility of the solar array solely for this specific parcel,
the current Zoning forces the project along the roadway, or take any other action relative

thereto.
Proposed changes to the current section are shown in red (Bold and underlined)
Business District—-The Business District is shown on the Zoning Map and is located

along US Route 20 at a depth of 500 feet from the established side lines of US Route 20,
as laid out by the Commonwealth of MA, with the exceptions of the portion on the
Northerly side of US Route 20 from Crystal Brook to Sherman Brook, and, with the
exception of the portion along US Route 20 between Wales Road (US Route 19 South)
and Holland Road, north of Haynes Hill Road, to a depth of 750 feet from the established

Annual Town Meeting ~ May 21,2018

So!a_r Photovoltaic Installation (as allowed under the terms and definitions of
S.ech.on 7A of these by-laws) to extend to 2 depth of 2,500 feet from established
sidelines of US 20, for the parcel known ang designated as Map 11-A-9 a5 laid out b
the C9mmonwealth of MA. [added May 2010) (By Petition) ’
>Mot}on made by Kevin “faddeH and seconded: I move to pass Article 23 as writtep,”
;Mg;c]m made by Susan Hilker and seconded: I wish to amend Article 23 by inserting
inei’ : angw;::gg ghmse after the words Map 11-4-9 ~‘More particularly described as Lot 7
e 1;0] 993?,”page 11 as recorded at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds on
Mot.lon to amend Article 23 Passed by show of voting cards. (9:39 PM)

Motion to approve Article 23 as amended Ppassed by a 2/3 show of voting cards. (9:41

PM)

ARTICLE 24: To see if the Town will vote to transfer §1 299.67 fr ici
,299, om the Municipa|
Waterway Fund #14-3560 and $1 1,000 from the Thames River Grant #14-3562:30 llg; o
gle Lake Sherman Y‘_Jeed Confrol account #01-0630-5355 to be expended by the Board of
:éec.nnznkfors ;quanc Vegetation management to control the growth of milfoil and lily
pads in Lake Sherman, including all incidental and lated :
action thereon. (Board of Selectmen) T RS s sy e
>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chai ‘
auperson) and seconded: ‘Recommend
and move that the Town transfer the sum of §1 ,299.67 from the Municipal Waterw:;
([JT;;;:'e:;ent Fund (14-3560-0146) and $1 1,000 from the Thames River Grant (14-3562-
-y ;ﬁ cle;&ake Sherman Weed Contro] account (01-0630-5355) for the purpose stated
Motion to approve Article 24 passed by show of voting cards. (9:43 PM)

ARTICLE 25: To see if the Town will vote and appropriate or otherwise transfer the
amount of $30,000 from the Thames River Grant #14-3562-0122 to the Lake Sherman
}"-’c_ed Control account #01-0630-5355 for repair of the Lake Sherman Dam, including al|
incidental and related €xpenses, to be expended by the Board of Selectmen. ;‘or execugn g
l}}‘c next step of the NOI Lake Sherman Management plan dated February 2015 #117-
0959;. or, take any other action thereon.(Board of Selectmen)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend
and move that the Town transfer the sum of $30,000 from the Thames River Grant to the
a[,:ﬁeS’l}ennan Weed Control account (01-0630—5355) for the purpose stated in the
Motiqn to approve Article 25 Passed by show of voting cards. (9:44 PM)

bARTICLE 26:. To see ifthe Town will vote to amend Section 3 of the Zoning Bylaws,
¥ Inserting a new paragraph in Section 3.1 prohibiting the operation of so-called
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“recreational” or “adult use” marijuana establishments in the Town of Brimfield, as set
forth below, or take any other action relative théreto,

Acknowledging the continued application of the preceding paragraph, consistent
with the provisions of G.L. ¢.94G, §3(a)(2), all types of “marijuana
establishments” (sometimes referred to as “recreational” or “non-medical”
marijuana establishments), as defined in G.L. ¢.94G, §1 to include marijuana
cultivators, independent testing laboratories, marijuana product manufacturers,
marijuana retailers or any other types of licensed marijuana-related businesses, and
specifically excluding medical marijuana treatment centers, shall be prohibited
within the Town of Brimfield. (Panning Board)

>Motion made by Planning Board (per Chairperson) and seconded: “The Planning Board

moves to take no action:
Motion to take no action on Article 26 passed by a show of voting cards (9:45)

ARTICLE 27: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$ and transfer from Free Cash the sum of § to be added to the Capital

of 8487,522 from certified Free Cash to the Capital Purchase Stabilization Fund.”
Motion to approve Article 27 passed by show of voting cards. (9:47 PM)

ARTICLE 28: To see if the Town will vote to transfer $ from Free Cash and $
from the Assessor’s Overlay Surplus or from any other available funds, to reduce the tax
rate in FY'19 or for any other purpose; or, take any other action thereon. (Finance
Committee)
>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend and
move that the Town take no action Jor the purpose stated in the article.”

Motion to take no action on Article 28 passed by show of voting cards. (9:47 PM)

ARTICLE 29: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $ from
available funds to the Stabilization Fund; or, take any other action thereon. (Finance
Committee)

>Motion made by Finance Committee (per Chairperson) and seconded: “Recommend and
move that the Town take no action for the purpose stated in the article.”
Motion to take no action on Article 29 passed by show of voting cards. (9:48 PM)

Motion from the floor to adjourn the 2018 Annuaj Town Meeting was made,
seconded and passed by voice vote at 9:49 PM
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